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St Stephen’s is a constituent church in the Reformed Evangelical Anglican Church of South Africa (REACH - South Africa) 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING OF ST STEPHEN’S CHURCH, CLAREMONT, 

HELD ON 29 MAY 2016. 

 

1. Welcome:  

The meeting was opened at 11:05 directly after the 09:30 service. 

Geoff welcomed all to the meeting and thanked the church family for taking the time to attend. 

2. Register Apologies and Obituaries: 

A moment of silence was observed to remember those who had died during the past year: Lionel Pithy and Frank Muir. 

There were 81 members, 9 adherents and 8 staff members present. The list of apologies and attendees is attached for 

information. 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 30 May 2015: 

The minutes, being previously circulated, were taken as read. Paul Williamson proposed that the minutes be adopted 

and this was seconded by Ingrid Coldicott. 

4. Ministry Reports and Prayer 

All records were previously circulated and are taken as read. 

a) Rector’s report: 

Geoff highlighted the main points of his report: 

 It was the church’s 75
th

 anniversary in 2016 and the first weekend of June would mark 75 years since the 
first service was held at St Stephens. Members who had been members for many years were 
congratulated and thanked for their faithfulness. 

 Love-Grow-Share had been adopted as St Stephen’s mission slogan and it epitomised the vision of the 
church 

 Geoff emphasised the importance of the bible study groups in the life of the church and recommended 
that everyone should belong to a group. 

 Cry Room improvement – despite hoping that the project would be completed this year, the final plans 
had only been drawn up recently but would be presented to the City Council after they had been 
approved by the Civic Association and the Ward Councillor.  The project was still short of money (the final 
cost was estimated to be R450 000) but it was hoped that the major fundraiser this year (the Spring Fair) 
and generous donations would make up the shortfall. 

 Student ministry: Geoff reported that this ministry had been run by Ed Ender but since he had left, the 
ministry had been run by Geoff himself. He reported that an appointment of a Student Worker had been 
made by the Denomination. Matt Banks would be arriving in November to take up the post. He would be 
building a student ministry. 

 Church plant: Geoff reported that conflict at St Barnabas Church in Newlands had resulted in their 
withdrawal from the Denomination.  He also reported that he was currently also interim pastor of Christ 
Church in Sybrand Park. Fortunately, Solanga, Jared, Chris and Dr Newby were assisting with duties.  He 
encouraged the congregation to pray for Christ Church and to visit one Sunday. 

 Synod: The annual denominational synod would be hosted by St Stephen’s in September 2016. The 
opening service would be at Tokai but the meetings would be held at St Stephens (6,7,8 September). 
Volunteers would be needed. 

b) Wardens’ Reports: Paul Williamson (Rector’s warden) and Mike Stein (People’s warden) presented their 

reports. Paul expressed his appreciation for the Clergy and support staff.  He told the congregation that he had 

been in contact with Ed Ender, who was settling down at Morningside; and that Lindo Nyide was doing well in 

Gauteng. He reminded the congregation that staff salaries were carefully calculated according to 

denominational pay scales and that inflation was taken into consideration. He further explained that the 

appointment of Matt Banks was by the Reach Bishops. St Stephens would be his base, but he would work 
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mainly on the UCT campus. He urged the congregation to pray for this important ministry. Paul also 

encouraged members of the congregation to connect with the clergy and support staff. 

Mike encouraged the younger members of the congregation to volunteer for the various ministries in the 

church. He also recommended that people offer accommodation in their homes to synod delegates. 

Prayers followed for the rector, the wardens and their service. Thanks were offered for the witness and the 

faithfulness of the word being preached; grace for the past 75 years; and, for the community and staff members. 

c) Women’s Ministry: Shirley Emms highlighted the growth in the women’s leadership through 1-by-1 ministry. 

Jaki North had joined as a Women’s Worker Curate for 2016. Shirley expressed her thanks to her leaders and 

to Geoff. 

d) Children’s Ministry: Joanne thanked Sisanda ‘Sid’ Mrubata (apprentice) and Children’s worker curate, Lungile 

Mkiva for their support and help during the year. It was wonderful to see how God has equipped them. Jo 

reported that Lu would be joining Solanga in the Eastern Cape in 2017 and that Sid would be attending GWC.  

While they were a great blessing, there would be a huge gap in the Children’s ministry in 2017 and asked the 

congregation to continue to pray for the ministry and particularly for new members to succeed the great work 

done by Sid and Lu. Jo also reported that the Children’s department was bursting at the seams and had 

required an accommodation shuffle to cope with the numbers. She also noted that the Friday Kids Clubs were 

a challenge because of school activities; as a result, they had decided to hold Kids Club on Thursdays. 

e) Youth Ministry: Jared reported that the Youth ministry was in a rebuilding phase; the Soul Course had been 

very successful and that the members of Girls Town had invited Boys Town to attend. He was encouraged by 

the integration between the young people. He was also encouraged by the fact that a number of young people 

would be confirmed in June (and a couple baptised). He reminded the congregation to keep the youth ministry 

in prayer.  

Prayers were offered for the women’s, children’s and youth ministries and their leaders. Thanks that there were 

ministries for young people. 

f) Social Concerns & Pastoral Care: Doreen van den Berg reminded the congregation that, as the ministry was 

confidential; it may seem to be invisible. She thanked the committee for their work; and the love, care and 

support given by the congregation.  She reported that their current project was the pre-school being 

established at St Thomas, Heideveld. Etienne Malan reminded the congregation that the ministry had access to 

medical equipment (crutches, etc.) which could be lent out as needed. Doreen thanked Geoff for his support.  

g) Griefshare Ministry: Gill Haigh reported that the ministry’s goal was to support and equip bereaved people; 

and that it had, to date helped more than 100 people.  

h) Missions Report: Sandy Willcox thanked the congregation for their support of missionaries. It was a great joy 

to enable other missions and she encouraged the congregation to join a missionary’s email prayer list to 

support them in that way (as circulated in the AVM report). She cautioned that some countries censored the 

emails but she would be able to assist people with “codes” that would comply with these protocols. She 

appealed for more people to become involved in the missions working group.  Sandy encouraged the 

congregation to pray for missions. Geoff reminded the meeting that 15% of all giving goes to missions. 

i) St Thomas Church: Geoff reported that the church was doing well. In particular, the Arise ministry and their 

adoption campaign were doing well; the establishment of a pre-school was encouraging; and the fact that all 6 

Grade 12s that were in the youth group had passed their matric exams in 2015.  He asked for prayers for Alun 

and Debbie (Arise) and for Velma and Gary Bedderson. 

Prayers followed for these ministries and thanks were given for the difference that the Gospel makes in the lives of 

people and the transformation of communities. 

j) Finance: Brendon Versfeld was encouraged by the number of people who had been nominated for council. He 

emphasised that he liked to present the financial statements in a simple and transparent way. He noted that 
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the income was flat, year-on-year, and asked that the church continue to pray about giving. He reported that 

there was an amount of ±R300 000 on the balance sheet which was ‘payable’. This amount included R162 000 

earmarked for the cry room and R40 000 for pastoral care. He thanked all those who were mindful in their 

giving to the church and made formal mention of thanks to those who assisted with managing the finances: 

Hester Germishuys (admin and write-up), Carien Cloete (payroll admin), and Billy Nield and Chris Rams for 

taking care of the payments. Geoff thanked Brendon for his efficiency in managing the finances. 

5. Elections 

Thanks were given to the outgoing council members.  The nominations were as follows: 

a) Church Wardens – Paul Williamson (Rector’s Warden) and Jim Kidger (People’s Warden) 

b) Church Council nominations included Johan Branehög; Anthony Buratovich; Peter Holmes; Henry Long; 

Wade Profe; John Roux; Carol Sawyer; Gareth Schenck; Mike Stein; Brendon Versfeld; Adey Vlotman and 

Sandy Willcox. It was noted that Billy Nield had withdrawn his nomination.  

c) The meeting was reminded that they could only vote for seven council members. 

A ballot was cast for the council members and wardens: the result of the vote would be announced the 

following Sunday. 

d) Nominations were made from the floor for Synod Delegates and included Jim Kidger; Paul Williamson; 

Sandy Willcox and Billy Nield. The ballot was cast and the results would be announced the following 

Sunday. 

6. Any Other Business: 

a) Geoff thanked the church family for their service, the music groups and the outgoing council members. 

b) Geoff welcomed Grea Roos into membership 

c) Etienne Malan lamented the fact that traditional hymns and ‘old’ choruses were no longer being sung at the 

09:30 service and asked if some could be reinstated. 

d) Christine Dimbleby asked if occasionally a traditional service of 9 Lessons and Carols could be presented on 

Christmas Eve, and whether Harvest Festival could be introduced. 

e) David Stevenson thanked the music groups for their faithful service and highlighted the thousands of hours 

they spent rehearsing and serving the church. He too appealed for a balance of old and new music. 

f) Paul Williamson expressed thanks to Jill Stevenson for taking the minutes for the council meetings and the 

AVM. 

7. Close 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting closed with prayers of thanks 12:15. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

POSTSCRIPT: The result of the ballot was as follows: 
Council members:  Johan Branehög; Peter Holmes; Gareth Schenck; Mike Stein; Brendon Versfeld; Adey Vlotman; 

and Sandy Willcox. 
Wardens:  Paul Williamson (Rector’s) and Jim Kidger (People’s) 
Synod representatives:  Paul Williamson and Jim Kidger 
 

ADDENDUM: Attendance Register attached. 
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REGISTER 
MEMBERS PRESENT (81) 
Clive Biggs  
Laraine Bracher  
Johan Branehög  
Tyrrell Brown  
Nicci Cairns  
Garnet Carr  
Ingrid Coldicott  
Pamela May Delport  
Ronald Delport  
Christine Dimbleby  
Anthea Eedes  
Sharleen Elliott  
Colin Fair  
Melanie Gainsford  
Warren Galley  
Donald Gammon  
Tim Gertzen  
Tracey Gertzen  
Easelane Gin  
Michael Gin  
Gill Haigh  
Peter Haigh  
Yvonne Heiberg  
Charissa Hey  
Chloe Hoffman  
Stella Hofmeyr  
Gail Holmes  
Peter Holmes  
Yannick Ibolandongo  
Carol Kidger  
Jim Kidger  
Bianca Kritzinger  
Johan Kritzinger  
Colleen Lewis  
Rory Lewis  
Etienne Malan  
Hester Malan  
Sally Malan  
Margaret Marie Mansfield  
Precious Mbava  

Emma McKinney  
Cheryl Nel  
Billy Nield  
Jaki North  
John Odendaal  
Brita Pattullo  
David Pattullo  
Grea Roos  
Marvia Rossouw  
Niel Rossouw  
John Philip Roux  
Carol Sawyer  
Gareth Ian Schenck  
Joanne Mary Schenck  
Judy Schenck  
Marilyn Siebörger  
Rob Siebörger  
Inger Stanbridge  
Bev Stein  
Mike Stein  
David Stevenson  
Jill Stevenson  
Maureen Ann Tappan  
Lilian Taylor  
Peter Taylor  
Irene Traut  
Trish Turck  
Doreen van den Berg  
Cathy Van Heerden  
Ann van Niekerk  
Chris van Sittert  
Pat van Sittert  
Brendon Versfeld  
Adey Vlotman  
Diana-Jane Weaver  
Pat Weaver  
Sandy Willcox  
Jenny Williamson  
Paul Williamson  
Bethany Wright  
David Wright 

REGULAR ATTENDEES PRESENT (9) 
Andrew Kingston  
Felicity Nduku  
Kudakwashe Nduku  
Brittany Nygaard  
Mark Pyladh  
Michael Schenck  
Sarah Versfeld  
Jeannette Walker  
Rob Walker   
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT (8) 
Shirley Emms 
Geoff Gertzen  
Jared Hey  
Lungile Mkiva  
Solanga Mkiva 
Sisanda Mrubata 
Chris Ramsbottom  
Joanne Taylor 

 
APOLOGIES RECEIVED (11) 
Butch Aldum  
Shirley Aldum  
Moira Biggs  
Barry Emms  
Adelle Fair  
Anne Hoffman  
Betsy Nield  
Merle Odendaal  
Ingrid Simpson  
George Turck  
Ian Turck  


