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Introduction 
 

One of the questions that I often get asked is, “How is the church 

going?” It is a question that I find really difficult to answer. How do 

you assess a church? How do you know when things are going well? 

If you assess it by looking at money in the bank it always seems a 

failure. How can you measure if people are growing? It is impossible 

to see into each other’s hearts. It is not uncommon for me to think 

things are going really well in someone’s life only for things to 

spectacularly unravel. Do you measure a church simply on whether 

more people are attending today than last year? How can you assess 

people’s growth?  

 

The Bible has an expectation of growth and change for the Christian. 

It expects that we are not today what we were last year; and we 

should not be today what we will be tomorrow. The Christian (and 

by definition the church) is on a journey to maturity and 

Christlikeness. The desire behind these studies is to motivate and 

challenge us to intentionally embrace that journey and to delight in 

(rather than resist) the adventure that God has set us on.  

 

These studies are designed to encourage practical action flowing out 

of changed minds and attitudes. One of the great dangers in the 
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Christian journey is that we know much and do little. We are very 

busy. We lead full lives and God can easily be relegated to a small 

portion of our time. My prayer and hope this term is that we will not 

be like the James person (James 1:1) who looks in the mirror and 

then forgets what they have seen but rather that we will be people 

that actually do what God says as we embrace the adventure to 

Love, Grow and Share as we increasingly live heavenwards. 

 

Every blessing. 

 

Geoff Gertzen  

Claremont  

June 2016 
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Study 1&2 - Love God; Love 

Each Other 
 

1 John 4:7-21 

1. What does it mean that ‘God is love’ (v8)? 

2. Why do you think the Bible uses love to describe God? Why does the 

Bible not say that ‘God is justice’ or ‘God is truth’ but instead uses 

‘love’ to describe God? 

3. How has God’s love been shown (two things) (v9,10)? 

4. What is the application for us that John draws from the truth that 

‘God is love’? Discuss the connection between loving God and loving 

people (v7,11)? 

5. What happens when we love each other (v12)? What do you think this 

means? 

6. When we see love in our lives what does that teach us about ourselves 

(2 things) (v15 and v17)? 

7. Why did Jesus leave us with a command to ‘love each other’? What 

does it indicate if we don’t love each other?  
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Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Love, Grow, Share 

   

Love, Grow, Share Page 7 

 

Love comes from knowledge  
 

Early in our married lives we had little money for entertainment. We 

would occasionally go to the mall in the evening in order to window 

shop. We would buy a cheap ice cream and then wander hand-in-

hand looking at the displays in the shop windows. Sometimes we 

would stand outside a store and play a game. I had to guess what 

item in that window Tracey would buy if we had the money; and 

then she would do the same. After guessing we would discuss what 

we would buy and why. It was a wonderful time because we got to 

know each other better. We got to understand each other’s thinking 

better and our love grew (it also helps when you have to buy 

birthday gifts in the future). In any relationship love starts with 

knowledge. In order to love God more we need to ‘window-shop’ 

with him. We need to know him better - know how he thinks; know 

what he values and knows what he loves. 
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Challenge 1 - Love God 
 

   

Brainstorm some ways in which you will challenge each other to 

love God more this term. Here are some ideas to get you going. 

Add others that you think of… 

 

 Make a study of an attribute of God. 

 Read a book about God. 

 Commit to reading a Christian blog once a week. 

 Read a book of the Bible that you have never read before. 

 Start a reading group/bookclub where you get together with 

a mate and discuss a book that you are reading together.  

 Start meeting regularly with a  friend to intentionally chat 

about God. 

 Sign up for an Explore correspondence course through 

George Whitefield College. 

 Listen to a sermon series when you drive in your car (you 

can download sermons from our website). 
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Challenge 2 - Love Others 
 

   

Remember that the Apostle John (as well as in many other 

places in the Bible) reminds us that the way we can assess 

whether we are growing in our love for God is seen by our 

growth in love for people. Knowledge must translate into 

action. Brainstorm some ways in which you might challenge 

each other to love people more this term. (Remember you can’t 

love everyone – but don’t let that be an excuse for loving no-

one). 

 Invite someone for tea and a ginger biscuit. 

 Walk across the room and welcome someone 

 Give someone a gift (perhaps anonymously). 

 Develop a plan to regularly share a block of time with 

someone by regularly meeting up.  

 Give someone an appropriate hug. 

 Seek to say some truthful words of praise to someone. 

 Seek an opportunity to listen attentively. 

 Do a random act of kindness. 

 Invite someone into your home for fish and chips. 

 Be a friend to someone. 

 Befriend someone of another race. 
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Postscript – Hospitality and Entertainment 
 

One of the greatest obstacles to love in our society is a failure to understand 

the difference between hospitality and entertainment. To be hospitable is 

to share your life as it is with someone. It is to invite them to be with you as 

you are. In contrast, to entertain is to clean the carpets, paint the walls, 

take out the best china, kill the fattened calf, and create a Jamie Oliver 

inspired meal to which you invite people months in advance on gilded 

invites! Entertainment is not sustainable but hospitality is. Love is 

hospitable. It invites people into our lives as we are. It says, Come and share 

with us in our mess, as we are.” The gift is not the meal. It is the time and 

the togetherness. Don’t entertain people because you will only be able to do 

it occasionally…do aim to be hospitable!   

 

Notes 
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Study 3 - Grow to Maturity  
 

Colossians 1 

 

1. How does Paul describe the Colossians (three things) (v3-5)? 

2. How did this happen (v6)? 

3. Discuss the things that Paul prays for them (v9)? 

4. What is Paul hoping will transpire (6 things) (v10-14)? 

5. Notice and discuss some amazing things about Jesus (v13-20)?  

6. Summarise the gospel from v21-23 (include at least 4 things)? 

7. What is our hope in suffering (v24-27)? 

8. What is Paul’s aim in proclaiming the gospel (v28-29)? 
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Notes 
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Challenge 3 – Grow to 

Maturity 
   

Brainstorm some ways in which you will challenge each other to grow 

towards maturity/perfection. 

 Make a study of the fruits of the Spirit in Galatians and then seek 

to grow in one of them. 

 Develop a plan to pray. Don’t make this complicated start small.  

 Sign up for the ‘Prayer Mate’ app. 

 Commit to pray for your children once a week (do it together if 

possible). 

 Develop a ‘Change Project’. 

 Stop doing something that you have been meaning to stop. Ask 

someone to hold you accountable. Start to do the opposite.  

 Read a book on holiness. 

 Start to pray about your own holiness. 

 Ask a real friend to tell you one thing that they don’t like about 

you it. Ask yourself if you need to change? 

 Share with your spouse a sin struggle  

 Start a gratitude journal/prayer 

 Start a daily Bible reading time 

 Make a study of one of the holiness sections in the New 

Testament. 
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Notes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postscript – Growth and Service 

Growth is an active not a passive thing. It requires effort and energy. It 

requires us saying ‘No’ to some of the demands of our society in order to 

say ‘Yes,’ to our own growth. People grow the most when they are involved 

in active service. Ironically this service often brings with it a unique set of 

joys. People who are lonely and not growing are almost always not 

involved in service. 
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Study 4&5 - Grow in 

number; Share Christ 
 

Matthew 28:16-20 & Acts 1:1-8  

 

1. What has happened in Matthew 28? 

2. How do the disciples respond to the resurrection of Jesus (3 things) 

(v16,17)? 

3. What does Jesus say about himself (v18)? What does this mean? Do 

you believe this? Describe an occasion when your actions might have 

called into question whether you believe it. 

4. What is the consequence of believing it (v19,20)? 

5. What is the task that Jesus has given us to do? 

6. What is the promise? Can you have the promise without the task? 

7. What happens when the disciples do what Jesus has commanded? 

What will happen to us? Are you willing to bear that cost? 

8. Are you faithful and obedient to this command? Discuss your 

response and your fears. 
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Notes 
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Challenge 4&5 – Grow in 

Number; Share Christ 
   

Brainstorm some ways in which you might actually share 

Christ this term.  

 Talk about your fears.  

 Talk about the work of the Holy Spirit. 

 Talk about courage. 

 Learn a gospel outline or some other tool to share 

the gospel (there was one in the previous study). 

 Read a Bible story to your children each night. 

 Commit to pray for 1 person together…until they 

come to faith. Discuss how you will sustain this. 

 Prepare an answer to the question of suffering. 

Practice it on a Non–Christian. 

 Ask someone what they believe. Then ask them why 

they believe it? 

 Invest in a friendship with a Non- Christian. 

 Invite someone to an event. 

 Organise an event for some Non-Christian friends. 

 Gossip about your Bible Study Group. 

 Invite someone to your small group. 

 Invite someone to church.  
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Notes 
 

  

 Invite someone into your home. 

 Speak about your faith to someone. 

 Volunteer at a Non-Christian event in order 

to serve and love. 

 Decide not to have Bible Study and instead 

invite your Non-Christian mates to a meal. 
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Study 6 - Share your 

Blessings 
 

Acts 2:42-47 & Acts 4:32-37 

 

1. Discuss how people in the early church viewed each other. 

2. Discuss how the early church acted with their money. Why do you 

think this value took root in the church? 

3. How does money make you feel? When you have it and when you 

don’t have it. 

4. Discuss what you see in your heart with respect to money. 

5. How much money would be enough for you? 

6. Why were the New Testament believers so radical in their generosity? 

7. Have you ever been the recipient of radical generosity? How did it 

make you feel? 

8. What obstacles stand in the way of you being radically generous? 

9. How could you grow in generosity? 
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Notes 
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Challenge 6 – Share your 

Blessings 
   

Brainstorm some ways in which you could challenge each other 

to share.  

 Knit some blankets together. Collect some tins. 

 Take your Bible Study group on a field trip to ‘Learn to 

Earn’ or some other NGO in a township. 

 Increase your giving by 0.1% 

 Get a missions jar for your small group put some change in 

it each time you meet. Send the money to the missionary as 

a Christmas gift. 

 Teach your children to ‘save, give, spend’. Give them some 

extra pocket money to give away. 

 Give away 5 books/5 tools/5 items of unused clothing to the 

Spring Fair or to an NGO that you think is doing a great job. 

 Visit your domestic worker/gardener in their home. 

 Do something really generous anonymously. 

 Set up a fund raising sponsorship scheme to fund a student 

bursary at GWC (Ride Argus, Run Two Oceans, swim to 

Robbin Island) 

 Draw up a budget and calculate how much you actually 

give. 

 Take leadership in a project to support a worthy cause 
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Notes 
 

 

 

 

 

 


